
Tuesday, December 19, 2023 

Jeffrey Maxwell Holzbeierlein, MD, FACS 
President, Board of Directors, Society of Urologic Oncology (SUO) 

Dear Dr. Holzbeierlein: 

Following a rigorous peer-review process the Urology Care Foundation and the American Urological Association 
Office of Research are excited to announce that the following early-career investigators received funding for the 2023 
Research Scholar Award sponsored by the Society of Urologic Oncology. 

Meera Chappidi, MD, began a one-year award research award on 11/20/2023 supported by 
SUO fund four. The project, titled “Development and validation of a novel prognostic biomarker 
model to improve risk stratification of prostate cancer patients on active surveillance” is being 
conducted at the University of Washington under the mentorship of Daniel Lin, MD.  

We encourage you to join us in congratulating Dr. Chappidi and they can be contacted at 
Meera.Chappidi@ucsf.edu.    

Richa Singh, PhD, began a two-year research award on 11/20/2023 supported by SUO fund 
one. The project, titled “Characterizing the mechanistic co-operation of DNMT and EZH2 in 
mediating lineage plasticity in advanced prostate cancer” is being conducted at the Weill Medical 
College of Cornell University under the mentorship of David Rickman, PhD.  

We encourage you to join us in congratulating Dr. Singh and they can be contacted at 
ris4001@med.cornell.edu.     

Christopher Gaffney, MD, began a one-year award research award on 11/20/2023. The project, 
titled “Inducing anti-tumor immunity in localized and metastatic prostate cancer using a novel 
intratumoral agonist anti-CD40 antibody as a cancer “vaccine”” is being conducted at the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center under the mentorship of Howard Scher, MD.  

We encourage you to join us in congratulating Dr. Gaffney and they can be contacted at 
gaffneyc@mskcc.org. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in our efforts to forward urologic research and patient care. For questions 
related to grant application and review processes please contact the AUA Office of Research at 
grantsmanager@auanet.org. For questions regarding fiscal management of your contribution please contact the 
Urology Care Foundation at cduncan@UrologyCareFoundation.org.  

Sincerely, 

Christine Riordan, PhD  Cynthia Duncan 
Director of Research  Director of Development  
American Urological Association Urology Care Foundation 
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